35O          PERFUMES   AND   THEIR   PREPARATION.
Volstead Act it is made mandatory to encourage the extension
of the use of alcohol for industrial purposes, the enforcement
authorities have felt themselves compelled to restrict to the
greatest possible extent the use of undenatured alcohol for any
purposes whatsoever.
The reaction on the perfume industry has been immediate.
Whereas the perfumer prefers and rightly insists upon pure,
undenatured alcohol he has been, in many instances, forced into
accepting a denatured substitute. It cannot be too strongly urged
that the industry is entitled to an adequate supply of alcohol of
the quality required, but we must take circumstances as we find
them sometimes, and whatever may be the opinion regarding the
effect of denaturants on perfumes the average perfumer is com-
pelled to resort to the denatured alcohol in many instances.
It is only for this reason that we discuss the use df the various
denatured alcohols, and nothing which is said hereafter is to be
taken as in any sense a qualification of the statement that the
purest possible alcohol should be used in perfumes.
Denatured or "industrial" alcohol may be defined as pure
alcohol to which certain other products have been added which
render it unfit for beverage purposes. When denaturing was
first permitted in this country, and indeed in other countries as
well, it was to permit the use of alcohol for industrial purposes
which should be free from the burdensome internal revenue
taxes almost universally imposed on alcoholic beverages and on
pure alcohol which, of course, is perfectly capable of easy trans-
formation into beverages. The denaturants used at first were
crude but decidedly effective, being usually possessed of a re-
volting odor and taste. Gasoline, bone oil and methyl or wood
alcohol or combinations of these were used. Later special de-
naturing formulas were permitted in order that the alcohol might
be used for certain purposes for which the other denaturants
rendered it useless, but none of these formulas came within the
exacting requirements of the perfumer.